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Gospel aecording to Sxint Luke (1: 1-25)
Hnasmuch as many have undenaken to compile a narrative of the things which have been accomplished among us, just as
they were delivered to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, it seemed good 1o
me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, (o write an orderly account for you, most excellent The-
ophitus, that you may know the truth concerning the things of which you have been informed. In the days of Herod, king of
Hudea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abi'jah; and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her
name was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances ul‘lh%

\Lord blameless. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. Now while he wa
iserving as pricst before God when his division was on duty, according to the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot
to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of
'im.L'nu. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the aliar of incense. And Zechari'ah
vm.-. troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon hime But the angel sad to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechan'ah, for wu:;l
prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John, And you will have joy a
‘gladness, and many will rejoice ot his birth; for be will be great before the Lord, and he shall drirk no wine nor sl.mng!
drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb, |
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From the letter of St Paul to Ephesians (5: 21-6:9)

Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, be snhjul to vour hushands, s to the Lord. For the hushand is
the hen:l of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Sa\mf As the church i1 subject 10 Christ,
50 let wives also be subject i everything to their husbands. Husbands, love yvour wives, as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that he might
ssent the church 1o himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without
lemish, Even so husbands should love their wives as their own bodies, He who loves his wife loves himself, For no man
ever hates his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes i, as Chrst does the church, Children, obey your parents in the Lord,
for this is right. "Honor your father and mother” (this 15 the fisst commandment with a promise), “that it may be well with
vou and that you may live long on the carth.” Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the disci-
pline and instruction of the Lord.
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A reading from the Book of Isaiah (423 18-43: 13)

Behold my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; | have put my Spirit upon him, he will bring
forth justice to the nations. He will not ¢ry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not
break, amd a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He wall not fail or be discouraged
1l he has established justice in the carth; and the coastlands wait for his law, Thus says God, the LORD, who created the
heavens and stretched them out, who spread forth the carth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk m it "I am the LORD, | have called you in righteousness, [ have taken vou by the hand and
kept you; | have given vou as a covenant 1o the people, a hight to the nations, to epen the eyes that are blind, 1o bring out the
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness, 1 am the LORD, that is my name, my glory | give to
no oLher, nor my praise o graven images.
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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK:

The liturgical theme as we are entering the season of advent, we are called to prayer, re-
view our conscience, read and meditate on the biblical texts that shadow on the story of Je-
sus’s birth so that we can receive Baby Jesus in our hearts and minds first. We are called
to live the meanings of Christmas by following the example of Mary who carried Jesus in
her womb, mind and heart in this life.
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The Sanctuary Hymn: ‘
Listen to this all the nations. Innocent and Just: The Angel

Gabiel said to Zachariah: “You will have a son, who will be

called “John™, he will prepare the way for the King’s Son, i
who will be coming in the glory to save all the creations.
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